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Clinics handled complex cases in 1993-94

DOCKET:

Paul Reingold
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

PARENTS SEEKING TO PREVENT a
potentially life-threatening pregnancy for
their mentally ill daughter turned to the
Michigan Clinical Law Program to obtain
a court order allowing sterilization. An
advocacy agency that earlier refused to
help the parents then tried to block the
court order permitting the procedure.
This ethically complex case was just
one on the Michigan Clinical Law
Program's docket in 1993-94. Difficult
family issues also occupied students in
two other clinics, while the Environmental Law Clinic worked on a plan to help
the legal profession save trees.
In the sterilization case, the woman
had lived in a mixe'Cl.-sex ward in an
institution for many years, and her
parents sought to have her sterilized for
her own protection. She could not use
self-monitored forms of birth control
reliably, and her progressive illness ruled
out the previously prescribed chemical
method. Her parents contacted the
advocacy agency for legal help because
they could not afford a lawyer or the
operation, and no hospital would
perform the procedure through Medicaid
without a court order.
The agency turned them away because
it did not advocate sterilization for the
mentally ill. The parents then sought
help from the Clinical Law Program,
where students won a court order
permitting sterilization if all other
medical remedies failed . The agency then
sued the probate court judge and the
parents in federal court, winning an
injunction until a best-interest hearing
could be held on behalf of the daughter.
Clinic students negotiated dismissal from
the case for their clients; meanwhile, the
daughter's medical team approved a nonsurgical form of birth control.

"Needless to say, this case raised a host
of thorny ethical issues," reported Clinic
Director Paul Reingold. "Not the least
among them was the problem of having
the agency's attorneys enter the case after
learning of it when the opposing parties
sought their counsel. It kept the advanced clinical law students busy for
much of the fall term."
In other cases, clinic students
represented:
• a fifth-grader who was dropped
from a drug education class at his school
after wearing a Chicago White Sox jacket
to school, because the jacket was deemeci
to be "gang-related" and a violation of a
new dress code. The code gives school
officials unlimited discretion to forbid
any items considered to be gang-related,
yet at the time the code was implemented, there had been no class disruptions related to clothing at the student's
school. The case is scheduled for trial in
federal court in the fall .
• eight pregnant women who were
laid off or fired from a factory in
Whitmore Lake, Michigan. The company
claimed it was enforcing weight-lifting
restrictions, not discriminating. The
plaintiffs won before a Michigan Department of Civil Rights referee and again on
appeal. Law students Pete Hardy and
Terri Schmidt appeared on television
when this case was featured on NBC's
"Dateline" newsmagazine. Students
participated in hearings on damages this
summer.

FACULTY

Legal Assistance for Urban Communities Clinic
Students in the Legal
Assistance for Urban Communities Clinic (LAUC) teamed
up to work with more than
ten different Detroit-based
community development
corporations in 1993-94.
The clinic assists these
corporations in their community economic development
efforts to stabilize their
neighborhoods. Much of their
work was aimed at freeing up
land for development, reports
Clinic Director Rochelle
Lento.
One extensive project was
an inventory of the value,
ownership, and tax status of
vacant commercial buildings
in the downtown area compiled for the Detroit Central
Business District Association.
Two students from the
Undergraduate Research
Opportunity Program and a
senior law student conducted
research to ascertain accurate
property descriptions, ownership data, and city and county
tax information on approximately 110 parcels. A presentation including descriptive
maps and charts was provided.
to the association.
Community development
corporations in Detroit have
had difficulty acquiring
abandoned, tax-delinquent
properties for renovation in a
timely fashion . LAUC had
previously initiated legislation
to accelerate the state foreclosure process for abandoned
residential property (Public
Act 291, 1993). This year, one

organization requested
assistance to research the
city's tax foreclosure process.
A student team met with the
city's Law Department,
discussed reasons for why it
often fails to foreclose, and
prepared a memo for clinic's
client outlining practical
solutions.
Other students worked
with groups focusing on
providing affordable housing.
Teams assisted groups in the
initial incorporation phase by
drafting articles of incorporation and bylaws, researching
federal tax status, and applying for Internal Revenue
Service recognition as a taxexempt 50l(c)(3) organ. In
addition, students also
advised on issues related to

lease-purchase and tenant
partnership agreements, a
construction administration
agreement for home-building
collaboration, and other types
of partnership arrangements
between nonprofit and forprofit developers.
LAUC students also helped
prepare teenage girls to
become tenants. Two years
ago, students developed a
monthly landlord/tenant
workshop for residents of
Alternatives for Girls, a
Detroit homeless shelter for
~teens. This year, they trained
shelter staff to conduct the
workshops. By November, the
staff was using workshop
materials to instruct their
residents while students
observed.

Rochelle Lento

Child Advocacy Law Clinic
After handling the high-profile DeBoer adoption battle last
year, the Child Advocacy Law Clinic found itself handling
more adoption matters this year. Washtenaw County Probate
Court judge Nancy Francis, J. D. '73, referred to the clinic
several complex adoptions that grew out of abuse or neglect
cases. "We finalized the adoptions; taking cases at this stage
was new for us," reported Clinical Professor Suellyn
Scarnecchia.
Six clinic students wrote an amicus brief to the Illinois
Supreme Court in the Baby Richard case, a dispute between
adoptive parents and a birth father that closely parallelled the
1993 DeBoer case. The brief argued for a custody hearing
separate from the adoption process that would protect the
child's right to remain with the adoptive parents who raised
him, yet also consider the birth father's right to a relationship
with his child. The Supreme Court ruled against the adoptive
parents, but in response to public reaction to the case, the
legislature and the governor passed a law that provided for a
custody solution similar to the one outlined in the brief.
Suellyn Scarnecchia
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Women and the Law Clinic
Students in the Women and the Law Clinic won an unprecedented sixty-year restraining order to protect a victim of
domestic abuse. The order enjoins an abusive husband from
contact with his family for the rest of his life.
"It was a potentially lethal case in which the wife had
suffered many years of abuse and the children had faced
physical and sexual abuse," said Clinical Professor Julie Kunce
Field, director of the clinic in 1993-94. In an unusual arrangement, the wife was permitted to testify by telephone so she
wouldn't have to face her husband in court. His behavior was
so extreme that the judge granted a powerful anti-stalking
injunction that protects not only the wife and children but
members of the extended family.
The clinic, along with Professor Catharine McKinnon, also
filed an amicus brief before the Michigan Supreme Court in
Radtke vs. Everett in support of the "reasonable woman" standard to determine sexual harassment. Another amicus brief in
Borman v. State Farm Insurance argued against denying a claim
based on the intentional acts provision of a policy. State Farm
refused to cover the loss of a woman whose grandson, a coinsured party, burned down her house to collect the insurance
money. The clinic's brief, authored along with fourteen other
organizations, argued that denying claims in cases like this
would impact the victims of domestic violence. "It would allow
batterers to make women and children homeless," Field said.
The clinic also handled job-related sex discrimination and
pregnancy discrimination cases. Eight to ten students enrolled
in the clinic each semester.

Julie Field

Environmental Law Clinic
·?

Externships
In addition to the clinics, externships allow students to
explore in depth a specialized interest in an area oflaw. In
1993-94, a dozen other students acquired hands-on experience
in semester-long externships in Washington, D.C., New York or
Detroit, according to Assistapt Dean Virginia Gordan.
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In addition to its usual
litigation over water and air
quality, the Environmental
Law Clinic worked on a
proposal to stem the flood of
paper in Michigan courts.
Clinic Director Mark Van
Putten reports that in 1993-94
he and clinic interns helped
develop new court rules that
would require all pleadings
filed or served in Michigan to
be printed on recycled paper.
In addition, all but the
original must be copied on
both sides of the paper. The
draft rules also include a
strong encouragement to use
papers not treated with
chlorine bleach - a process
that produces dioxins.
The clinic, operated by the
Great Lakes Office of the
National Wildlife Federation,
began by preparing a draft
petition to the Supreme Court
for the rule change and
discussing the idea with Gov.
John Engler and staff at the
Michigan Attorney General's
office. Then the clinic brought

Mark van Putten

FACULTY
State Appellate Defender's Clinic
Law students also gain practical experience by working on
appeals in serious felonies under the guidance of a representative of the State Appellate Defender's Office housed in the Law
School. Recently, they handled a case that involved a conflict
between the right to self-representation and the right to a
fair trial.
'The defendant, who had a history of mental illness and had
been declared incompetent in the past but was found competent to stand trial, discharged his attorney, waived his right to
counsel and defended himself," explains Richard Ginsberg, who
has led the clinic for the past two years. "He basically presented
no defense at all and was convicted. There is a question
whether the judge should have let him do that." That appeal is
still pending. However, in a similar case, an independent study
student helped Ginsburg write a Michigan Supreme Court brief
that upheld a reversal of a conviction because a judge did not
adequately warn a defendant of the dangers of waiving counsel.
Other appeals on the docket range from a first-degree
murder conviction for which the defendant is serving a life
sentence without parole, to a marijuana possession case.
Paul Bennett is directing the clinic in the summer and
fall term.

its resources and research to
an ad hoc committee of the
State Bar of Michigan formed
to look at paper waste.
"Two student interns
researched what other states
are doing in this regard,
participated in every meeting
of the ad hoc committee,
made presentations to them,
and went to meeting of the
State Bar's Environmental Law
Section Council," said Van
Putten.
Michigan is among only a
handful of states that have
implemented or are considering court rules that mandate
recycled paper use. If
adopted, Michigan's rules will
go farther than other states' to
reduce the environmental
impact of the legal paper
stream, according to the
students' research. The clinic
is also backing a proposal to
eliminate paper entirely in the
courts with an electronic filing

system. The ad hoc committee
tabled that proposal while
concentrating on winning
approval for the paper rules.
To help law firms comply
with the rule without becoming paper experts, the NWF
and clinic have proposed that
the State Bar assist attorneys
in certifying paper stock that
meets the new requirements.
Interns have worked with the
State Bar and the NWF's
paper broker to develop that
idea.
Meanwhile, clinic students
are litigating Clean Air Act
and Clean Water Act violations in several federal courts.
They are involved in a
challenge to the city of
Detroit's wastewater discharge
permit, arguing that it doesn't
adequately limit discharge of
PCBs into Lake Erie.
The clinic has attracted
more students in recent years,
and it operated over the
summer for the first time this
year. About 14 law students

Faculty comings
and goings
AN URBAN POLICY EXPERT

Richard Ginsberg

are enrolled this fall term.
In addition, the clinic has
student interns from other
graduate schools and departments, including Public
Health, Natural Resources,
Economics and Chemical
Engineering. Frequently, law
students will work with one of
the four supervising attorneys
and an intern from one of
these other fields.
"Most of our work involves
toxic pollution of the Great
Lakes, so they might be
working with a student in
toxicology or atmospheric
sciences. This is an important
element of the Environmental
Law Clinic, because anyone
who is going to practice
environmental law needs to
develop ability to work with
scientists and those in technical fields. We give them a real
hands-on sense of what that is
like."

from the World Bank and a
land use specialist joined the
University of Michigan Law
School faculty this fall.
Michael A. Heller, a legal
consultant at the World Bank
since 1990, has worked on
housing reform projects and
housing policy issues all over
the world. At Michigan, he
will teach a course called
"From Marx to Markets" that
explores the legal tools
necessary for the transition
from planned to market
economies. In the winter
semester, he will teach
property.
Roderick M. Hills comes to
Michigan from the University
of Colorado School of Law,
where he has been teaching
land-use controls and local
government as an adjunct
professor. This fall he will
teach a course on public
control of land use; in the
winter he will teach introduction to constitutional law.
Heller worked on housing
projects in Latin America for

Michael A. Heller
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the Urban Institute before
attending Stanford University
Law School. A 1989 graduate,
he was a member of the Order
of the Coif and articles editor
of the Stanford journal of
International Law. He clerked
for the Hon. James R. Browning of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
before joining the World
Bank.
He was involved in various
housing reform programs in
former Communist countries
like Russia, Hungary, Poland
and Romania. Heller worked
with governments to rebuild
the legal framework for
institutions like private
ownership and a real estate
market. "It's not as simple as
just passing laws. The market
grows out of a web of political
institutions, cultural norms
and historical practices," he
says. Out of these experiences,
he developed the course
"From Marx to Markets" that
he first co-taught at Yale in
1991. Another major World
Bank project involved developing a method to measure
quantitatively housing
outcomes based on government economic and housing
policy decisions. The methodology offers a powerful,
practical tool for governments, because it takes policy
evaluation out of the realm
of ideology.
Hills earned a bachelor's
degree in history in 1987 and
his law degree in 1991 at Yale
University. As an undergraduate, he was active in debate
and was a cellist with the Yale
Bach Society. Before attending
law school, he was a Century
Fellow with the Committee on
Social Thought at the University of Chicago. He was a
member of the Yale Law
14

journal and co-editor-in-chief
of the Yale journal of Law &
Humanities .
He clerked for the Hon.
Patrick Higginbotham of the
United States Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
in 1991-92. He has published
an article on the natural law
theory of James Wilson in the

Harvard journal of Law &
Public Policy (1989) and
another defending Colorado's
constitutional limits on
Congressional terms in the

University of Pittsburgh Law
Review (1991).
in
January was Professor Jose
Alvarez, formerly of George
Washington University's
National Law Center. He
teaches courses on international law, international
organizations, international
legal theory and foreign
investment law. His particular
scholarly interest is in the lawmaking legitimacy of institutions such as the United
Nations.
jOINING THE FACULTY

As

NEW FACULTY JOIN

THE LAw SCHOOL,

a few
professors are leaving.
Professor Deborah Livingston
is moving to New York to
teach at Columbia University
Law School. She will rejoin
her husband John, who has
been working in Manhattan
while she taught criminal
procedure in Ann Arbor.
CONFLICTS SCHOLAR

who has been
a visiting professor at New
York University Law School in
1992 and 1993, has accepted
a faculty position there. He
will continue to teach civil
procedure and research the
history of federalism.
LARRY KRAMER,

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

PATRICIA WHITE, a longtime visiting professor who
has been teaching torts and
taxation, has accepted a
tenured position at the
University of Utah Law
School, where her husband is
also teaching.

IN

PRINT

Faculty books
DEMOGRAPHY
OF ANCIENT EGYPT

Roger S. Bagnall and
Bruce W . Frier
Cambridge University Press,
1994
Ancient Egyptians divorced
fairly freely and sometimes
married a sibling. Women
often married in their teens,
not infrequently choosing an
older husband, and if they
were widowed or divorced,
they did not necessarily
remarry.

These glimpses of ancient
society are revealed in a new
book by Bruce W. Frier, the
Henry King Ransom Professor
of Law, and Roger S. Bagnall,
a professor of classics and
history at Columbia University.
The authors reconstructed
social life from about 300
census returns among wellpreserved papyri from Roman
Egypt. By applying modern
demographic models to the
census information, they
obtained a good sense of
population patterns and hints
of cultural customs in the
second and third century A. D.
"Reconstructing ordinary
domestic life is essential if we
wish to understand how
ancient law operated in
practice," Frier says.
"We were lucky because
Egyptians were great
documenters, even among
lower classes. More is known
about the upper class, but this
is the first time we got a good
look at the lives of ordinary
people. This appears to be
best information on life
patterns available up until the
Renaissance. When we used
modern demographic techniques on the records, we
found that the statistical
models held up fairly well,"
he adds.
The book catalogues the
household information from
the census returns in genealogical charts. From this
household record of family
members, lodgers and slaves,
they reconstruct the patterns
of mortality, marriage,
fertility, and migration. Frier
says he was a bit surprised to
learn that divorce was quite
common in the lower class
and available to both the men
and women. "In Egypt, it was
also fairly common to marry a

FACULTY
full brother or sister; sometimes this practice continued
for several generations," he
notes. "We found one extended family household in
which sibling marriage
occurred four times."
Frier also holds an appointment in the University's
Classics Department. His
previous book was A Casebook
on the Roman Law of Delict
(American Philological
Association, 1989.)

'THIS BooK OF STARREs':
LEARNING TO READ
GEORGE HERBERT

by James Boyd White.
University of Michigan Press,
1994
James Boyd White has
followed his recent books on
law and literature with a book
of literary criticism, 'This Book
of Starres': Leaming to Read
George Herbert. As the subtitle
suggests, this is not a book
simply about the poetry of
Herbert, but about the process
by which one reader came to
understand this difficult and
remote poetry.
White means to represent
this process in such a way as
to demonstrate "that Herbert's
poetry, and other works of
similar quality, can be read by
an ordinary interested reader, .
bringing to the process
whatever he or she happens to
be at the moment." He says,
'This is a claim for the
accessibility, and also the
importance, of the great
works of our tradition, so
often now insulated by a kind
of professional barrier."
The poetry of this seventeenth-century English
country priest presents a
special set of challenges: it is

CORPORATE
INCOME TAXATION

by Douglas Kahn and
Jeffrey Lehman
West, Fourth ed. 1994

to the modem ear archaic,
difficult in thought and
structure, and entirely
theological in character. To
read it requires the exercise of
an art of acculturation and
translation, which presents its
own ethical and intellectual
difficulties. White has written
about this art in the legal
context in his earlier book,
justice as Translation: An Essay
in Cultural and Legal Criticism
(1990); here he examines it in
the literary context.
White, the L. Hart Wright
Professor of Law, is teaching
constitutional law this term,
as he has for several years. In
his next book, Acts of Hope:
Creating Authority in Literature,
Law, and Politics, to be published by The University of
Chicago Press this fall, he
returns to the interaction of
law and humanities, dealing
with such apparently disparate texts as Shakespeare's
Richard II, Nelson Mandela's
speech at his trial for sabotage, Emily Dickinson's
poetry, and the Supreme
Court case Planned Parenthood
v. Casey.

A new collaboration brings
a broader perspective to the
latest edition of Professor
Douglas Kahn's treatise,
Corporate Income Taxation.
Kahn co-authored the
fourth edition with Dean
Jeffrey Lehman, whose
background in economics,
public policy, and mathematics, as well as his experience
in practice, enriches the
discussion of complex tax
provisions.
Kahn, the Paul G. Kauper
Professor of Law, brings to the
book more than twenty-five
.. years' expertise in clarifying
tax provisions and the policies
behind them. Lehman, who
holds a bachelor's degree in
mathematics and a master's
degree in public policy in
addition to his law degree,
contributes new ways to
explain complex tax provisions and their impact, often
using charts and diagrams.
'Jeffs input was extremely
valuable. His economic
perspective definitely shows
up throughout the book,"
Kahn says. "His mathematical
background was very helpful
as well. For example, in one
case he came up with a
mathematical formula to
demonstrate a point I had
covered in the last addition.

He took a different approach,
but we arrived at the same
position on the issue. His
approach is more conclusive."
Says Lehman, "I am
absolutely thrilled to have had
the chance to co-author this
book. Preparing the opening
overview chapter gave me an
opportunity to pull together
and refine a set of ideas about
corporate taxation that I had
been developing for several
years. And preparing the
chapters on the taxation of
corporate incorporations,
divisions, and reorganizations
forced me to grapple with a
truly difficult question of
pedagogy: what combination
of discussion, examples, and
diagrams might best convey
the policy logic underlying

doctrinal provisions that
novices usually find obscure,
if not impenetrable?
"But perhaps the greatest
satisfaction came from being
able to collaborate with my
former teacher, Doug Kahn.
For every chapter, every page,
every paragraph , we exchanged drafts and debated
their contents until we were
both satisfied with the entire
Continued on page 18
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E. pALMER
1908--1994

GEORGE

George E. Palmer

"His scholarship on
restitution had a profound
significance on the law.
His unusual combination
of gentleness and gruffness
left an impression on
countless students."
-
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS GEORGE E.

the most prominent American
scholar on the law of restitution, died
May 10 at age 86.
Born in Washington, Indiana, He
earned his bachelor's degree from the
University of Michigan in 1930 and his
Michigan law degree in 1932. He also
holds a master's of law from Columbia
University.
Palmer practiced law in Indianapolis
from 1932-39, and then joined the
faculty at the University of Kansas in
1940. From 1942-45, he served as
attorney and associate general counsel for
the Office of Price Administration, where
he authored the rent control laws for the
nation during World War II. He was
attorney for the Department of Justice
in 1945.
Palmer joined the Michigan law
faculty as associate professor in 1946
and was promoted to professor in 1951.
He was the author eif Cases in Restitution:
Mistake and Unjust Enrichment; Cases of
Trust and Succession; and a landmark
treatise, The Law of Restitution, published
at the time of his retirement in 1978.
In 1980, the treatise won the prestigious
triennial Order of the Coif Award
for significant contributions to legal
scholarship.
In a tribute to Palmer published in the
Michigan Law Review upon his retirement,
the late Professor John P. Dawson wrote
that this four-volume treatise was "a great
achievement" remarkable for its range,
accuracy and clarity. Former Professor
Luke K. Cooperrider wrote that the
treatise "at last brings to light an enormously important and fruitful sector of
the law that for too long has remained
unaccessible and poorly understood."
Cooperrider called him, "deliberate,
thorough, and addicted to truth." While
these qualities cast an image of an austere
man, beneath his sober mien was a "man
of compassion, quiet humor, and great
personal warmth," he wrote.
PALMER,

In May, Dean Lee Bollinger said of
Palmer, "His scholarship on restitution
had a profound significance on the law.
His unusual combination of gentleness
and gruffness left an impression on
countless students."
Professor Emeritus Olin Browder
remembers Palmer for both his scholarship and his teaching: "George Palmer
was one of the really great figures in
American legal scholarship during this
century. His major work, The Law of
Restitution, ranks with the monumental
works of this century by Willston and
Wigmore. He also was acknowledged to
be a fine classical teacher."
Professor Thomas Kauper, who knew
Palmer all his life and was among his
students, observed, "George was a very
warm, witty, person, although I think it's
fair to say in class he could frighten
students somewhat." Students referred to
his teaching style as being "Palmerized"
- a process of being subjected to the
pain of disciplined thought and the
relentless pursuit of meaning. Still,
Kauper says, "Most of the students I
knew thought of him as a really great
teacher and one who was very interested
in his students. Long after his retirement,
he remained very interested in the Law
School. He was a very loyal Michigan
man."
His wife of 56 years, Ruth, preceded
him in death in 1991. His two brothers
and a sister also preceded him in death.
He is survived by his son, Steven Palmer
of Grand Rapids; two daughters, Julie
Palmer Gzella of San Mateo, California
and Katherine Ann Palmer of Lansing;
six grandsons, Scott, David, Ken, Jim,
Jon, and Chris; one great-granddaughter,
Katie; and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Throughout his long career at
Michigan, first as a student and later as a
faculty member, Palmer's devotion to the
law school was intense. Accordingly,
his family has requested that memorial
contributions in his name be directed to
the Law School's scholarship fund, care
of Development and Alumni Relations,
721 S. State, Ann Arbor, Mich.,
48104-3071.
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L. Hart Wright winners Students awarded Professors
Mathias Reimann and Deborah
Malamud the L. Hart Wright
Award for excellent teaching. The
winners were recognized at Honors
Convocation in May.

Kudos
lN A RECENT ARTICLE,

Harvard Law Professor David
Kennedy credits Professor
John H. Jackson with
inventing trade law in the
United States.
In "The International Style
in Postwar Law and Policy,"
[Utah Law Review 7 (1994):
7-103], Kennedy explores the
intellectual sensibilities of
international politics. He uses
Jackson's 1989 book The

World Trading System: Law and
Policy of International Economic
Relations" and Hans Kelsen's
1940-41 Oliver Wendell
Holmes Lectures at Harvard to
analyze a liberal, centrist
tradition he calls pragmatic.
'John Jackson's book on
trade law ranks with the best .
contemporary international
policy scholarship," Kennedy
writes. "A classic work in the
field of international economic law by perhaps its
leading North American
academic practitioner, the

book exemplifies the ideas
and practices which make
contemporary international
economic law a distinctive
genre. Fifty years after
Kelsen's lectures, the book
expresses the wisdom of the
post-war international
economic order, poised for
the challenges of the next
century.

". .. Jackson presides over
the field of trade law in the
United States. Indeed, it was
Jackson who largely invented
the field, transforming his
experiences with the U.S.
Trade Representative's office
from a narrowing regulatory
specialty into a recognized
subject oflegal study."
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Faculty books (continued from page 15)
book. The result was a far
better work of scholarship
than either one of us could
possibly have produced
alone."
Kahn first published this
book in 1969, and updated it
in several editions with two
different publishers since
then. It is precisely because
the specifics of tax law change

so quickly that his general
approach to the material
remains the same. The text
goes beyond how the law
works to discuss the history of
tax provisions, the theories
behind them, their relative
impact and effectiveness, and
more.
'Tax law is derived from
Congress making statutes, the

i.'

services taking positions on
the interpretation of those
statutes, and courts elaborating upon and altering their
application," Kahn says. "One
of our purposes is for students
not just to learn the technical
rules of taxation, which will
change over time, but to show
that those rules must be
viewed as parts of an integrated whole rather than as a
series of isolated regulations.
They have to understand that
the provisions come out of a
political process that includes
compromises, mistakes, and
misunderstandings." Understanding the process that
shapes statues will help
students who may someday
be in a position to change
those statues, as well as those
who may need to anticipate
statutory changes on their
clients' behalf, he says.
The book results not only
from a new scholarly collaboration but from a new publi-

fl
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cation process. It is one of just
a handful of books to date to
be desktop published at the
Law School. Using
WordPerfect software, Kahn's
secretary Barbara Shapiro laid
out the manuscript in its final
format on the pages; West
simply photographed the page
layouts to print the book. This
book was a bit challenging
because Shapiro received
Lehman's chapters electronically over computer networks
from Paris, where he was
teaching. Shapiro and john
Loyd, the law School's
computer systems specialist,
worked hard to reformat his
charts and graphs, which were
scrambled in transmission.
Still, Kahn says desktop
publishing leaves him more
control over the editorial
process and cuts months off
the printing schedule. With
final copy in hand, West
printed, bound and shipped
the book in about a month.
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